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Overview

• Background
• Definitions: 

Environmental Justice 
and Social Equity, 
Disadvantaged 
Communities

• Rising Sea Levels in 
Disadvantaged 
Communities

• Environmental Justice 
and Social Equity 
Policy Gaps

Source: San Francisco Chronicle



Background:
Stakeholder Process



Policies for a Rising Bay Project

Bay Fill Working Group Commission 
Workshops



Environmental Justice

“the fair treatment and meaningful 
involvement of all people regardless of 
race, color, national origin, or income 
with respect to the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and 
policies” (Cal Gov’t Code §65040.12(e)). 



Source: Saskatoon Health Region Advancing Health Equity

Social Equity



Disadvantaged Communities

Disadvantaged communities may include, but are 
not limited to: a) Areas disproportionately affected 
by environmental pollution and other hazards that 
can lead to negative public health effects, 
exposure, or environmental degradation; b) Areas 
with concentrations of people that are of low 
income, high unemployment, low levels of home 
ownership, high rent burden, sensitive 
populations, or low levels of educational 
attainment. 





Rising Sea Levels in 
Disadvantaged Communities

Source: Los Angeles Times



Rising Sea Levels in Oakland

Oakland



Rising Sea Levels in 
Bayview-Hunters Point

Bayview 
District



Rising Sea Levels in 
East Palo Alto

East 
Palo 
Alto

Redwood 
City



Rising Sea Levels in 
Canal District

San 
Rafael



Rising Sea Levels in Vallejo

Vallejo



Rising Sea Levels in Richmond

Richmond



Source: Dai Sugano/Bay Area News Group/The Mercury News (2017)

Policy Gaps in the Bay Plan



Policy Gap: Public Access



Policy Gap: Unintended Consequences 
of Shoreline Armoring

Source: Los Angeles Times



Policy Gap: Public Participation



Source: Los Angeles Times

Policy Gap: Public Participation



Source: Laura A. Oda/Bay Area News Group/The Mercury News (2017)
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